10                 Uganda and its Peoples
"No, no , a woman cannot eat the flesh of a goat"
"Why?"
"There is no why   it is the custom "
" Thanks, I understand perfectly" As a matter of fact I did not Theie is no general law to be applied to these restrictions, but it is important to bear the prominent items in mind when offering hospitality to a Muhima chief It will give him a favourable impression if he sees you are aware of the customs of his people
DEA1H   CEREMONIES
There are many local doctors amongst the Bafyma who arc said to effect cures in simple cases For an ordinary cold, they give a draught made from the roots of herbs and shi ubs, for headache, they shave a circular patch on the head and scarify this patch until it bleeds freely If, after a time, one doctoi does not effect a cure, he is sent away, and another is called in, and so on till either a cure or death results
After death the corpse is washed and scrubbed with clean water, and then allowed to remain in a stretched position on a bench till ngidity has completely set in The legs and arms are then doubled up against the body by breaking the joints, and a mat is wrapped round the whole body to form a sort of bundle, the neck having been broken to bend the head on to the chest The immediate relations are pjesent duimg this preparation for burial, and the interment takes place within eight or tea hours after death.
It must be remembered that the Batuma are a purely pastoral people, they are born amongst cattle, they live amongst them, and they die amongst them At each cattle kraal there is a huge mound of cow manure, and this mound is added to day by day and year by year